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“Bring Things Back to Order” VS. “Reform and Open-Up”:
A Theoretical Account of General Public Policy (GPP)
and “One Man’s 40 Years”

CHEN Sheying

Abstract:In order to achieve a better understanding of the historical role of “reform and
open-up”,this article provides a theoretical account by introducing the study of general public poli-
cy (GPP).The fundamental importance of “bring things back to order” in 1978 is emphasized,
which was the de-politicization of the “economic state” by replacing “class struggle as the key
link” with a new GPP of “economic construction as the center’,causing extreme economization
of the whole society and starting high-speed development of the Chinese economy.An ensuing re-
form and open-up led to the de-economization of the economic state itself;after the 6th Plenary
Session of the 16th CCP Congress,China’s GPP had been transformed again(gradually upgrading
to “balanced socioeconomic development based on economic construction”),leading the country in-
to a new historical era of post-economic state.China is no longer the economic state in its first
20 years of “Reform and Open-Up”,which would maintain a high growth rate of GDP at the
cost of its other interests and principles.China will not become a welfare state either (its GPP is
still based on economic construction).The imbalance of its past development will be succeeded
by a development strategy seeking both sufficiency and balance after the determination of the
19th Congress of CCP.Theoretically, GPP adds a new dimension of study to the historical debate
between “-isms” vs. “problems” in the new era.By providing an oral history of “one man’s 40
years’ ,the article reflects on the change of national governance from a grass-roots viewpoint,draw-
ing lessons from personal experiences and observations within social,political and economic con-
texts.The author’ s cross- cultural study also offers an international comparative perspective on
GPP research.

Key words:bring things back to order;reform and Open-Up;general public policy (GPP);post-
economic state;balanced strategy based on economic development;social governance and welfare;

oral history
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