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Introduction

With an overall GDP of $7.3 trillion in 2012, China has climbed to second place in the global economy and few people today doubt that it will challenge U.S. dominance sooner than later (The World Bank Group 2012). The U.S. and China are viewed by many as major superpowers and the political and economic relationship between the two are of interest to the general public, scholars, businessmen and political leaders around the world. People’s perceptions of the relations between the two superpowers are affected very much by the differences between the two countries, as well as by political and social events that happen over time.  The future relations between the two countries, however, depend on how today’s youth perceives them, for today’s students are tomorrow’s businessmen, bankers, and political leaders.  It is, therefore, very important to assess whether the youth in both countries think alike or differently about the present and future economic and political relations between the two nations.  
This paper is a case study of the perceptions of young adults in the U.S. and China of present and future U.S. China relations.  We surveyed students in similar metropolitan settings, New York and Shanghai, to gain insight into their perceptions of present and future political and economic relationships between the two major economic powers of the world economy.  A seventeen question survey was distributed to a total sample of 365 undergraduates, 201 U.S. students (Pace University) and 164 Chinese students (University of Shanghai for Science and Technology).  To ensure that the students had clear and similar understanding of the concepts in the survey, we first validated the questionnaire by giving it a pilot test with 25 randomly selected Chinese students and 25 randomly selected American students. We found that both student samples understood well the concepts presented and their answers showed agreement on the definitions of the ideas presented
.  The survey explored the sources of their news and information, their travel to the U.S. or China, their view of the economic and political systems of the U.S. and China, the present and future growth and political power in the world of the two nations and the future political and economic relationships between the two powers.  
The results of our study reveal a number of important perceptions held by the U.S. and Chinese students. Some are in general agreement and some are in sharp contrast.  By studying present student perceptions, we feel that we gain a real insight into how each group has been socialized in their respective country to think about the other nation and to gain insight into perhaps their future view of the relationship between the two countries.
The paper is organized as follows:  The next section provides literature review.  The next section discusses the background of the students polled and the results of the survey.  Our results are then compared to the findings of national surveys that polled experts and general public.  In the final section we offer some policy suggestions for both countries to influence future thinking of the next generation to perhaps lead to a better long term relationship between the two giant economic and political powers.
Literature Review

Systematic studies of perception of U.S.-China relationship were virtually nonexistent until Harold Isaacs and Warren I. Cohen provided a detailed analysis of public opinion polls conducted in the 1950s -1960s.   These early polls revealed that most Americans had a very limited knowledge of China.  For many, China was a far-away land where “everything was upside down, where people ate dogs and wore white at funerals, where women wore pants and men wore gowns” (Cohen 1973).  In fact, in a poll conducted in 1942, about 60% of Americans could not even find China on a map (Cantril 1951).  
The other side of the Sino-American perceptual dyad was investigated by Tu Wei-Ming (1973), R. David Arkush and Leo O. Lee (1989), and later Li and Hong (1998), who found that the Chinese early perceptions of the United States were shaped by very smaller groups -- selective students, scholars, and government officials.  Li and Hong agreed with Cohen’s earlier conclusion that “the relations between the two nations, just like images and perceptions that the two peoples have of each other, have swung between two extremes:  friends or enemies” (1998).
Some scholars link the perceptions and attitudes between the two countries to specific political and social events that took place in both countries.  Harry Harding, in his 1992 book, A Fragile Relationship: The United States and China Since 1972, writes that Nixon’s visit to China in 1972 became a “breakthrough” in the relations between the countries, as well as in their respective perceptions of each other.  Before the visit, an overwhelming majority of the American public held unfavorable images of China and “about 70 percent saw China as the greatest threat to the security of the United States” (Harding 1992).  Tragic events like the 1989 Tiananmen bloodshed had injected “suspicion and dismay” in China-U.S. attitudes toward each other and reversed to negative perceptions of China in the U.S. that were “structured by a lingering cold war schema” (Harding 1992; Hirshberg 1993).

Two recent polls shed some further light on the perceptions of Americans about China and Chinese perceptions of the U.S.  A Pew Research Center Poll released in September 2012 analyzed both the American public and experts in the field’s views of U.S.-China relations. The Poll found that almost two-thirds describe relations between the U.S. and China as “good” and most consider China as “a competitor rather than an enemy” (Pew Poll, 2012).  In contrast to the general public, the American foreign affairs experts surveyed are “far less concerned about China’s rising power” (Pew Poll 2012).  A Gallup-China Daily study also surveyed the American public and experts on U.S.-China relations (2012).  Key results indicated that overall over 80% of U.S. adults and U.S. opinion leaders say a close relationship with China is a "good thing," while less than one-third of both groups do not think that China’s growing influence in the world is a “good thing” and almost two-thirds consider it a “bad thing” (Gallup 2012). 
This review of past literature and recent polls suggests that a survey of U.S. and Chinese students would be useful to gauge how the next generation in both countries views present and future relations between the two nations.  
Discussion of Results of the Survey
Background of Students Surveyed

We polled 164 Chinese students at the University of Shanghai for Science and Technology (76% females, 24% males) and 201 U.S. students at Pace University (54% males, 44% females, 2% Other).  While about half of Chinese students were sophomores (48%) and the other half were juniors (52%), most of the U.S. respondents were freshmen (73%) and sophomores (16%).  Most of them have never visited the other country (U.S. 89% and China 83%).  
The major source of news information for both groups is the Internet – about 52% of Chinese students said they get most of their news information about the U.S. from the Internet; likewise, about 49% of the American students said that they get most of their information about China from the Internet.  The second major source of information for both groups is television (13% of Chinese students and 25% of the U.S. students chose TV as their major source of information).  Since multiple answers were possible, 13% of U.S. students said that a combination of Internet/TV was their source and 8% of Chinese students so answered. 
The surveys reveal that most of the respondents have not visited the other’s nation first hand; therefore the students primarily rely on the Internet and television as a source of the information about the other country.  This means that their views are often shaped by news reports, which invariably will have a national interest orientation of each country. That is, they will reflect the political views of the leaders of both nations and not necessarily be objective in their points of view. 
In order to see the student’s familiarity with the U.S. or China, we first asked if they had ever travelled to the U.S. (Chinese students) or China (U.S. students). We discovered that for the most part neither had travelled to each other’s country (more than 80% in each case had not done so). But more students from China had been to the U.S. (17%) as opposed to those students from the U.S. that had visited China (only 11%). In order to ascertain if students had some formal background in U.S.-China relations, we asked if they had ever had a U.S.-China relations course. There was a significant difference between the two groups. Over half (55%) of the Chinese students had taken such a course but only 5% of the U.S. students had done so. 
Views of Present U.S. and Chinese Economic and Political Systems

One of the aspects of our study was to see how Chinese and American students differ in the way they define economic and political systems in both countries.  It was not surprising that both groups agree on the type of economic system that exists in the U.S.   Half of the U.S. students and almost two-thirds of the Chinese students believe that the American economy can be described as market-driven capitalism (50% of American students and 63% of Chinese students). Yet, 20% of U.S. students considered the U.S. system to be democratic socialism while only 4% of the Chinese thought so. 
The students, however, have different perceptions about the economic system in China.  American students are more likely to think of China’s economic system as a communist one (48%).  Chinese students, on the other hand, view it mostly either as a market-driven capitalism or democratic socialism (24% and 26%, respectively). Surprisingly, almost one-quarter of the U.S. students (23%) were “not sure” how to characterize the Chinese economic system. In contrast, only 13% of Chinese students answered “not sure” about the U.S. economic system.
The two groups differed somewhat in their perception of the U.S. political system. American students think of it mostly as a liberal democracy or centralized democracy (29% and 30%, respectively).  Some U.S. students view it as a federal republic (20%).  In contrast, a greater percentage of Chinese students also think of it as a liberal democracy (40%) or as a federal republic (35%).  The majority of Chinese and American students also agree that the present political system in China is authoritarian communism (49% of Chinese students and 50% of American students).  However, a minority in both surveys would classify China’s political system as decentralized socialism (18% of the Chinese students and 12% of the U.S. students). Yet again, 28% U.S. students were “not sure” of China’s political system whereas only 10% Chinese students answered so about the U.S. political system.
This would suggest that the U.S. students view their own political system as being more centralized and influenced by the central government than the Chinese see the U.S. This, of course, could simply reflect a relative point of view of the stronger government role in China than in the U.S. So the Chinese would see the U.S. as more decentralized. Both groups classify the Chinese political system as authoritarian communism. Once again, we see a difference in understanding the Chinese system by U.S. students. Over one quarter of U.S. students are uncertain of China’s political system but less than one-tenth of China’s students are of the U.S. system.
U.S.- China Economic Growth
When asked about the relative growth of the U.S. and China, again there was a sharp difference of opinion by the students. Half of the U.S. students (50%) view China growing faster than the U.S. But another 16% say that though this is so, China’s present economic growth is unsustainable, and 15% say that both countries will slow down, but China’s economy will catch up with the U.S. economy. The Chinese students see the relative growth of the two nations very differently. They are split into three groups. One quarter say China is growing faster but its growth rate is unsustainable; another one-quarter say both will slow down but China will equal the U.S.; only one-fifth say China is growing faster than the U.S. The Chinese students seem more optimistic about China catching up to the U.S., whereas the U.S. students are more optimistic about the U.S. maintaining its lead over China.  Recent projections suggest that at the present rates of growth of the two nations, China is projected to surpass the U.S. economy by 2020 in terms of overall GDP and so become the largest economy in the world (The Economist, December 2011). Therefore, Chinese students’ perceptions appear to be more accurate about the future than the American students.
Present and Future International Relations

The students in both countries have somewhat similar perceptions about the present international relations between the two superpowers.  American students are more likely to perceive them as “competitive but peaceful” (65%).  Another 20% view them as “cooperative in specialized world issues.” Most of the Chinese students are evenly split between describing them as “competitive but peaceful” and “cooperative on specialized world issues” (42% each response).  
We were also interested in how the students in both countries perceive the future economic and political relations between the U.S. and China. About half of students in both countries (U.S. 52% and China 48%) describe them as “cooperative but only based on both nations’ self-interests.” Another 15% of each group views their future relationship as “peaceful coexistence.” One-quarter of Chinese students see the two nations as being “cooperative in solving world issues” in the future. But in contrast only 6% of U.S. students agree with them. Over 10% of the U.S. students (11.4%) see the potential for the two nations being in conflict and potentially combative whereas less than 5% of the Chinese students perceive this possible outcome.
The difference in viewpoints could be a reflection of the differences in cultural perspective. The Chinese, due to their understanding and the influence of Confucianism, tend to have a belief in a more harmonious society and perhaps view the whole world this way. The U.S. culture tends to stress the benefits of individualism and competition. These contrasting views of the world and societies may account for the difference in perspective of our surveyed students.
Future Economic Relations

The plurality of students in both the U.S. (43%) and China (48%) see future economic relations as “cooperative based on both nations’ self-interests.” Yet, almost 3 out of 10 U.S. students (29%) perceive both nations “pursuing their own self-interest to their advantage.”  Only 4% of Chinese students see this outcome. Again in contrast, over one-fifth of the Chinese students see the economic relationship evolving as “peaceful and cooperative” or as “cooperative in solving world issues” (23% and 22% respectively). Only less than 10% of U.S. students see either of these as possible outcomes for future economic relations. In fact, almost 10% see the future relationship as “competitive and non-cooperative. This contrasting view is reflective of how cultural views shape images, perceptions, and expectations.  Chinese people tend to strive for a more balanced and harmonized society and world in general, while Americans tend to appreciate individualism and competition more.
Relative Political and Economic Strength of U.S. and China  

Students in both countries describe China and the U.S. relative positions of political strength in the world in different ways.  About one-quarter of U.S. students (28%) believe that the U.S. is dominant among advanced and emerging nations of the world, while only 18% of Chinese students believe this to be true. Two-thirds of Chinese students think that China is gaining political strength among either just emerging or emerging and advanced nations, while only about 40% of U.S. student perceive this.  From the perspective of economic strength in the world, only about one-fifth of both U.S. and Chinese students believe that the U.S. is dominant in the world (21% and 18% respectively). A majority of students in both countries (U.S. 54% and China 62%) believe that China is gaining economic strength in emerging and advanced nations of the world.
The Future of U.S.- China Political Economic Systems

There is a sharp difference between the two countries’ youths’ perceptions in how the students feel about the future changes in the political economic systems of the U.S. and China.  American students are more likely than their Chinese counterparts to believe that both countries will maintain their own separate systems (36% of the U.S. students chose this response, as opposed to 24% of the Chinese students).  A large portion (40%) of the Chinese students believes that there will be a gradual convergence of the systems, while only 20% of the U.S. students chose this response. One response in which a minority agreed was seen in that one-fifth of the students from both nations believes that China will become more like the U.S. 

Student Perceptions Compared to Other Studies

There are certain similarities and differences in American and Chinese students’ points of views about U.S. present and future economic and political relations.  Some of these perceptions are shaped by cultural differences, while others are shaped by the media.  One of the questions that needs to be answered is how different the students’ perceptions are from their respective countries’ political and business leaders and general public.  After all, today’s students are tomorrow’s leaders and citizens.  

We tested the external validity of our survey results by comparing them to more general surveys of the two countries’ populations. A new poll of both Americans and Chinese publics and elite leaders conducted by the Committee of 100, a nonpartisan Chinese-American group in New York,  offers a comprehensive and detailed comparison of Americans and Chinese populations and elite leaders’ perceptions of the U.S.-China relations (Committee of 100, 2012). Its results are therefore compared with the results of our survey.

Sources of News

The Committee 100 survey asked a question about the source of news for both American and Chinese publics as well as business and opinion leaders.  Most news is obtained from TV and the Internet.  Almost three-quarters (73%) of the American public gets its news from TV and 65% from the Internet, and 63% of business and opinion leaders gets news from TV and 75% from the Internet. However, 85% of the elites get their news from newspapers. Except for newspapers, these percentages match the U. S. students’ responses. In comparison, 85% of the Chinese public gets its news from TV but only 30% from either Newspapers or the Internet.  By contrast, 75% of the opinion and business elites in China obtain their news each from TV, Newspapers and the Internet. Except for newspapers, the percentages for our Chinese students (75%) are very similar to the elites but not the general Chinese public.

Since the media plays such an important role in the dissemination of news and information in both nations, the Committee of 100 Poll asked if the Chinese media portrays an accurate picture of the U.S. and if the U.S. media paints an accurate picture of China. The majority of the American public and business and opinion leaders believes that the Chinese media does not portray an accurate picture of the U.S. Whereas about half of the Chinese public considers the Chinese media to offer an accurate portrayal of the U.S., but in contrast two-thirds of the elites in China do not think that the Chinese media portrays the U.S. accurately.  Moreover, about 50% of the American general public and business and opinion leaders believe that the U.S. media does not accurately portray China. The Chinese feel similarly about the American media. Two-thirds of the business and opinion leaders in China and almost half of the Chinese public think that the American media fails to portray China accurately. If the media is the main source of students’ information and news in both countries, this does raise doubts about the accuracy of what they hear and learn about each other’s country and people.
Travel to U.S. or China

The Committee 100 survey also asked about travel to China by Americans and from China to the U.S. by Chinese.  Only 6% of the American public has travelled to China but one-third of the American business and opinion leaders have travelled to China.  Only 2% of the Chinese public says they have travelled to the U.S. but four in ten of the business and opinion leaders have done so. Our student surveys show much higher percentages of travel to each other’s country than the general public, but lower than the elites in each country. An interesting question that was included in the poll was the effect of travel to the other’s country. Did it make the individual more favorable, less favorable, or the same in terms of their view of the nation visited? The American public was split about 40%/40% between more favorable and no change. But the American elites by close to 70% were more favorable towards China. As for the Chinese public, those who were more favorable were 1.5 to 1 to those less favorable (43% vs. 28%). The Chinese elites were evenly split (at 45% each) between more favorable and no change. These results suggest that it would be profitable to both nations’ if they encourage more student exchanges and travel abroad than is now occurring. This might help improve the views of each other’s nation, culture and people.   

Influence of the U.S. in the World

Another similar question to our survey posed by the Committee of 100 survey was whether the influence of the U.S. in the world has increased, decreased or remained the same over the past 10 years.  Curiously, this question was directed at the Chinese only. Almost half of the Chinese public, fifty percent of the business leaders and forty-three percent of the opinion leaders all agree that the U.S. influence has decreased. Most of Chinese students believe that China is gaining strength internationally on the U.S. (37%), less than 20% believe that the U.S. was still dominant and only 13% see the U.S. maintaining its hold on emerging nations. So, there is general agreement here between the Poll and our survey. 

Future Superpower in the World

Another similar question probed the concern about the world’s future superpower twenty years from now. Almost half of the American public said that it would be the U.S., while another one-third said it would be China. Similarly, more than half of the American opinion leaders believed it would still be the U.S., but one-third of them said it would be China. American business leaders had a different point of view. Almost half (47%) said the U.S. and equal percentage named China. This difference could reflect the real strength of the Chinese economy and its future growth. Nearly six in ten Chinese believe that their country is destined to become the world’s leading superpower. However, almost half of China’s opinion and business leaders still think that it will be the U.S. In our survey, both Chinese and U.S. students agree that China is gaining political and economic influence among the advanced nations and among the emerging nations of the world. U.S. students also are more likely to believe that the U.S. is still a dominant political figure in the world and will continue to be.

Growing Role of China in the World 


The Committee of 100 poll asked one very specific question about China’s emergence as a global economic power. The American public views China’s growth as a serious or potential threat to the U.S. Yet one-third believes that it will be an economic partner. Approximately two-thirds of business leaders and over sixty percent of opinion leaders see China’s emergence as a serious or potential threat to the U.S. Yet, again, one-third of both groups see China as an economic partner. From the Chinese point of view, almost half of the Chinese public perceives China’s emergence as an economic power as a serious or potential threat to the U.S. However, as a sharp contrast, almost half of the business leaders and opinion leaders view China as an economic partner. 

The student survey reveals a much more positive view than the American or Chinese public, one that is closer to the Chinese business and opinion leaders’ views. Almost half of U.S. students and Chinese students see future economic relations as “cooperative, based on both nations’ self-interests.” Reflecting the above differences of opinion of the two nations’ leaders in their respective countries, over one-fifth of the students perceive the economic relationship evolving as peaceful and cooperative, but less than 10% of the U.S. students see this as a possible outcome.

The Two Future Political-Economic Systems


The poll asked a question that probed the idea of possible convergence of and changes in the future political-economic systems in both the U.S. and China.  The question focused on the impact of the rise of the Chinese middle class in contributing to political and social change.  In the West there is a customary assertion that as the middle class has risen and become more important in advancing nations, this is accompanied by the increased capitalism, democracy and freedom. If this did occur in China, then one could argue that there would be a convergence of the two political-economic systems. Approximately 70% of American business and opinion leaders strongly agree and almost half the American public thinks that the rise of the middle class in China would bring about political and social change. 
The Chinese, however, are more cautious on this point. A much smaller percentage strongly agrees (less than 20%) but if we add “strongly agree” and “somewhat agree” then two-thirds of business leaders, 57% of opinion leaders and almost half of the Chinese public are more positive. Our student survey reveals a much different split in point of view. The U.S. students generally do not see a convergence of the two societies and believe that the two different political-economic systems will be maintained. The Chinese students foresee a gradual convergence and a minority feel that China will become more like the U.S.    

The Importance of the U.S. and China to Each Other


The Committee of 100 survey also asked the respondents to rank a list of countries in order of their importance to the U.S. and to China. The American public, business leaders and opinion leaders all name China as most important to the U.S. by 61%, 81% and 83%, respectively. The Chinese public, business leaders and opinion leaders likewise rank the U.S. as most important to China by 60%, 94% and 95%, respectively.  The other question of relevance in the survey probed the developing relationship between the U.S. and China as to whether it is currently improving, getting worse or not changing. In general, almost half of the American public sees no change in the two nations’ relationship. Yet, the other half is evenly split between those believing that it is improving and those seeing it getting worse. As for the business and opinion leaders, half believe that there is no change but 30% believe it is improving and 20% believe it is worsening. From the Chinese point of view, one-third thinks that there has not been any change and then they too split between improving or worsening (25% each). A majority of the opinion leaders think that there has been no change but almost 40% of the business leaders believe that it has improved. So the business leadership is much more optimistic about the future of the U.S- China relationship. 

Our student survey also revealed a split point of view. The U.S. students put more stress on competitive self-interest for both nations; in contrast, the Chinese students put much more emphasis on cooperativeness and peaceful relationships.  This, as we discussed earlier, is possibly a reflection of the difference between the American philosophy that is based on competition, individualism and self- interest and Chinese philosophy that stresses harmony, balance and collectivism. If the U.S. students’ views are accurate, then the future U.S.-China relationship could be viewed as either not changing or worsening.  If the Chinese students’ views prevail, then the relationship could improve.      
Conclusions and Policy Suggestions
U.S. and China are two superpowers that have very different economic and political systems and attributes, yet their youths, as revealed in our sample of students in the two universities surveyed, seem to perceive the present international relations between the two countries in a somewhat similar way.  Although we found that the students define their respective economic and political systems differently, they generally have positive perceptions of these relationships, albeit they believe that the countries will pursue their own interests.  The students in both countries also agree on the future course of China’s influence among the developed and emerging nations.  Although there is some disagreement about the relative economic growth between the two countries and China’s ability to sustain its growth, most U.S. and Chinese students agree that China will continue to grow at a faster rate.  The prospects for future collaboration between the two superpowers, however, seem uncertain given the very different cultures and historical philosophies of the two nations. To help further create opportunities for collaboration and building cooperative relationships between the two superpowers, the authors of this study believe that it is important to put forth certain policy suggestions.

Policy Suggestions

There should be more opportunities for travel for U.S. students and Chinese students to each other’s countries.  It would also be helpful if there were increased opportunities for more faculty exchanges between the two nations. We believe from our own experience that when American students travel to China, they bring back much insight and knowledge and a very different viewpoint and appreciation of the Chinese people and their culture.  

As we have seen, U.S. students are perhaps less informed about the Chinese culture, society economic and political systems. Therefore, it would be a great help to have students be required to take one or two courses in U.S.-China relations and Chinese culture.  It would be even better if students could learn the Chinese language as this would help improve communication between the future generations of the two nations and its future leaders. We have witnessed this experience by establishing a China travel course for our students and having them gain direct exposure to Chinese language and culture.

It would also be extremely beneficial to both nations if their respective media portrayed the other country, its people and its leaders in a much more objective light. All too often the media bias their news reporting on the other nation to maintain a negative view of them and a more positive view of the home country. This is inimical to further development of a working relationship between the two nations and their peoples. Since so much information is now gathered from the Internet, social media can serve as a gateway to an all-important interactive dialogue between the people of the two nations.

There should be more bilateral agreements between the U.S. and China on both trade and contemporary world problems, like global warming, terrorism and nuclear proliferation. The U.S. should accept the idea that the two nations are now leading the world’s economy and future political direction, and the U.S. should work towards accepting China as an equal partner. 
APPENDIX

SURVEY 

Students’ views of U.S. and China’s economic and political systems and relations 

This survey is designed to determine the perception of undergraduates in the U.S. and China about the relationship between the U.S. and China.

1. What is your present student status and your university: 

a. Freshman

b. Sophomore

c. Junior 

d. Senior

2. Where is your home town and what is the Province/State that you are from?______________

3. What is your gender?

a. Male

b. Female

4. Where do you get most of your news information about the U.S and/or China?

a. Newspapers                                                                                                                                                             b. Television                                                                                                                                                                 c. The Internet                                                                                                                                                            d. Magazines                                                                                                                                                               e. Other

5. Have you ever traveled to the U.S./China?       Yes/No          How many times? ___________

6. Have you ever taken a course in U.S.-China economic or political relationships?     Yes/No

7. Which of the following best describes the present economic system in the U.S.?

a. State Capitalism                                                                                                                                                     b. Market- Driven Capitalism                                                                                                                                    c. Democratic Socialism                                                                                                                                             d. Laissez-faire Capitalism                                                                                                                                        e. Communism f. Not sure

8. Which of the following best describes the present economic system in China?

a. State Capitalism 










b. Market- Driven Capitalism 









c. Democratic Socialism 










d. Laissez-faire Capitalism 









e. Communism 











f. Not sure

9. Which of the following best describes the present political system in the U.S.?


a. Liberal democracy 










b. Market Socialism 










c. A Federal Republic 










d. An Oligarchy run by the wealthy 








e. Centralized Democracy 









f. Not sure

10. Which of the following best describes the present political system in China?

a. Liberal democracy                                                                                                                                                 b. Authoritarian Communism                                                                                                                                    c. A Federal Republic                                                                                                                                                 d. An Oligarchy run by the wealthy                                                                                                                        e. Decentralized Socialism                                                                                                                                          f. Not sure

11. Which statement best describes the U.S. and China’s relative economic growth in the World?

a. China has been and will continue to grow at a much faster rate than the U.S.                                         b. The U.S. has been growing more slowly but will rebound and continue to be the fastest growing advanced nation in the world 





                          c. China has been and is growing at the faster rate than the U.S. but this rate of growth is non-sustainable 









                       d. Both nations’ growth rates will continue to slow down but the U.S. will dominate 

         e. Both nations’ growth rates will continue to slow down but China will eventually catch up with the U.S.

12. How do you view the present international relations between the U.S. and China?  


a. Friendly Cooperation 










b. Competitive but Peaceful 









c. Cooperative on Specialized Issues and Concerns Affecting the World                                                
d. Military competition for dominance in the world 






e. Hostile and Conflicted

13. How do you see the future political relationship between the U.S. and China?

a. Conflicted and Potentially Combative 








b. Peaceful Coexistence 









c. Cooperative in Solving Issues facing the World 






d. Competitive and Non-Cooperative 








e. Cooperative but only based on both nations’ self-interests

14. How do you see the future economic relationship between the U.S. and China?

a. Both pursuing their own self-interest separately attempting to gain the advantage  


b. Peaceful and Cooperative 









c. Cooperative in Solving Issues facing the World Economy 





d. Competitive and Non-Cooperative 








e. Cooperative but only based on economic issues involving both nations’ self-interests

15. How do you perceive the two Political Economic Systems changing in the future?

a. Both will maintain their own separate systems 






b. The U.S. will become more like China 








c. China will become more like the U.S.








d. There will be a gradual convergence of their two differing systems




e. There will be a gradual divergence of their systems leading to future conflicts between them 

16. Which statement do you think best describes China and the U.S.’s relative positions of political strength in the world?

a. The U.S. is dominant both among the advanced nations of the world and the emerging countries of the world 







                          b. China is dominant among the advance nations and the emerging countries of the world                                                                                                                                                                   c. China is gaining greater strength among the emerging nations of the world                                            d. The U.S. is maintaining its hold on the emerging nations of the world                                                       e. China is gaining strength and influence among the advanced nations of the world and in the emerging nations’ of the world

17. Which statement do you think best describes China and the U.S.’s relative positions of economic influence in the world?

a. The U.S. is dominant both among the advanced and the emerging countries of the world                                                                                                                                                                  b. China is dominant among the advanced nations and the emerging countries of the world                   c. China is gaining greater strength among the emerging nations of the world                                            d. The U.S. is maintaining its hold on the emerging nations of the world    


         e. China is gaining strength and influence among the advanced nations of the world and among the emerging nations of the world
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